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Obituaries

Chester County Self-Employment Assistance
Program helps residents start businesses

By SAMUEL NARISI
Staff Writer

Marie Price decided last Au-
pust that she wnnted to stort
her own busginess.

So when she fost her job in
Novembser, after 12 yeses work-
my as litle clerk for different
gar dealerships, she was foriu.
nate to find jusi the heip she
needed.

When she visited the unem.
ployment office after being
tnid off, Price learped adout
the Chester County Self-Em-
Hoymient Assistance Program,
which provides unemployed
county residents with free en-
trepreneurial training.

Price signed up and was put
i the program the next day.

I worked oul great,” said
Price, who now owns and op-
erates an aato tsg service m
Highland, Though she works
long hours, she now has the
satisfaction of doing what she
wants — and deing it for her-
seil.

°If you don't like vour job,”
she seid, “It's like, 'Oh my
God,” you feql like you huve a
concrete block around your
nech.”

The SEA progemm, run by
the Chiester Connly Fconomic
Devejopment Ceuncil, along
with  Kutztown University
Bmall Dusiness Development
Center, consisis of nine three-
hiour, once-aaveek classes with
about 10 to 16 students. Top-
ics range from networking and
market analysis to accousting
and business law.

Iy addition to the classes,
trainees mlso recetve andivids
ual consulting during the pro-
gram and follow-up appoint-
ments after it ends.

‘Fhe program 1z open to
Chester County residents wio
intend to stari & business in
the county,

To be eligibie, individuals
mitst curTently receive unem-
ploymient beueliis and likely
exhnust those benefits by the
time {they find fulldime em-
ployment. The program nllows
participants to waive the re-
quirement thai they seck em-
ployment in order to collect
benelits, letting them instead
dedicale themselves o becomn-
ing self-emgployed.

Iy {lse post year, 28 people
have completed the program,
17 of whom were successiul in
gelting a busiiess started, ac-
cording te COEDC Program
Assitant Courtney ('Doaneil.

“And that doesw’l sccount
for 1he ones that are stili worle-
ing toward starting a busi-
ness,” she said. *There's a high
siceess raie wilh this pro-
gram. More than half come out
and start their own dislhness.”

The fypes eof Gusinesses
starled by participanis in the
program varies greatly, O'Don-
nefl ndded. Ventures siarted
this year wclude such civerse
operatisns as multmedia con-
sulting, contract welding and
software develepmest.

I think the class jisell ex-
posts you to all the different
finds of companies and ven-
{ures there can be,” said Paud
Jacobs, who completed the
SEA pregrem early this yean
After working in masketing for
18 years, he pow runs s bask
ness in West Chester that pro-
vides lax assessment consult-
ing to local and city govern.
menls.

“Hhaving worked for a large
corporaiion, I never pul to-

{From Page BI)}

flexibility to fogus hier time on
getting the business up und
runnisg, atlowing her to start
Fl-time just a fow weeks after
the clags ended.

Many who completed the
progiram said they gol some-
thing owt of i that 13, perhaps,
even mere important thai the

skitls they tearned — the ew
couragement  to actually
uchieve self-employment. )

“it hetped give me e conli
dence 1 needed to go abeod
and push the mwulupn anel d};
my ewn business,” said Chardie
Bafetice, who completed the
progras m Juse il now op
erajes i Service assisting olhar
Iusinesses with defivenies and
transportation.

*1 hiotiestly $hotpht the class
as contld have been longes,” he
suid. *1 egoyed it that mieeh”
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Business owner Marie Price shows the certificale she
recelved for compteting the SEA Program business course,

gether a business plan,” Jacobs
safd. *The program gave mo
the kind of background and di-
reetion that 1 think people
need when they are starling g
iew venture.”

In addition to what she
{earned 1 the classes, Price
said she alse benefited from
sharing the experience with a
greup of peopie In situations

similar to hers.

“They (the instructors} ask
‘Wlat did you accomplish this
week?” she said, so peopie 1n
the class could be familing
with each other's progress
“I¥’s nice 1o grow together”

Price added that the onces-
week format gave her enough

+ See SEA, Page B5




